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Headteacher's Message 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

As usual, these past few weeks at Huntington School have been full of reasons to celebrate, 

with our students once again demonstrating their talent, commitment and pride in 

representing the school. 

Our Year 6 Open Evening was a tremendous success, and I would like to thank the many 

students who gave up their time to help showcase our school. Whether acting as guides, 

speaking to visitors or demonstrating in subject areas, they represented us brilliantly and did 

us proud. The positive feedback from prospective families was a testament to their 

enthusiasm, confidence and warmth. 

There was also great excitement as auditions for our 2027 school musical, We Will Rock You, 

took place. The standard was exceptionally high, with so much talent on display across all 

year groups. We are already looking forward to seeing the production begin to take shape. If 

the auditions are anything to go by, audiences are in for a real treat. 

Our sporting teams have also begun their fixtures for the season and have represented the 

school with determination, teamwork and excellent sportsmanship. A special mention must 

go to our Year 8 boys' football team, who secured an impressive 8-1 victory this week. 

Congratulations to all our teams on their results, and thank you to every student who has 

worn the school badge with pride. 

As always, I am immensely proud of our students and the way they embrace every 

opportunity available to them. Their achievements in the classroom, on the stage and on the 

sports field continue to make our school community a source of great pride. 

Warm regards, 



Matt Smith 

 

Headteacher 

Dates for the Diary 

Our quick reference guide on key dates is available to view on our Website via the link 

below: 

Huntington School Calendar 

Please note these dates are subject to change. 

Dates to note for October and November are as follows: 

OCTOBER 

Tues 20th: Flu immunisations 

Fri 23rd: School closes for half term 

NOVEMBER 

Mon 2nd: School opens 

w/c 16th: Y11 mock exams and Y13 partial mock exams 

https://www.huntingtonschool.co.uk/page/?title=Key+Dates+-+Calendar+Summary&pid=213


Thur 19th: Sixth Form Open Evening 

w/c 23rd: Y11 subject mock exams 

Flu Vaccinations Tuesday 20th October 

If you haven't already, please indicate whether you give consent or not for your child to have 

their flu vaccine on Tuesday - the vaccination team are coming in to administer to children 

with consent in years 7 - 11. In the past you knew to look for a link from school to complete 

the consent forms but this year, and going forwards, the consent link and reminders will 

come from an NHS address - so please check your emails. 

There is also the following community catch-up clinics for any students who would prefer 

not to be vaccinated in school or are not vaccinated during the team's visits.  This is a 

bookable system so if you wish to attend a clinic you should ring them in the first instance on 

the number below. 

Hob Moor Children's centre YO24 4RF Wednesday 28th October 10.00am - 

15.00pm Monday 9th November 15.45pm - 17.30pm 

Selby Library YO8 4EQ Tuesday 27th October 10.00am  - 15.00pm Tuesday 17th November 

15.30pm - 17.15pm 

Sherburn Old Girls school LS25 6BL Friday 20th November 15.30pm - 17.30pm 

Tadcaster Library LS24 9JG Monday 16th November 15.30pm - 17.30pm 

The Avenues Tang Hall YO31 0UT Friday 6th November 15.30pm - 17.30pm Monday 7th 

December 15.30pm - 17.30pm 

York Fire station YO10 4AHFriday 16th October 15.30pm - 17.30pm Friday 27th November 

15.30pm - 17.30pm Thursday 10th December 15.30pm - 17.30pm 

Please use the link to book your timeslot at your chosen location 

https://www.manage-vaccinations-in-schools.nhs.uk/bookings/1000199/flu/start 

If you have any questions you can contact the team by email: york@vaccinationuk.co.uk or 

by phone: 01904 237680 

PAL Scores update and explainer 

What are PAL scores? 

Each Friday all children review their PAL scores from the week. PAL stands for Positive 

Attitude to Learning. All children who arrive to school/lesson on time start the lesson with 

the top PAL score - 1. If they demonstrate PRIDE during the lesson they will remain at the 

https://www.manage-vaccinations-in-schools.nhs.uk/bookings/1000199/flu/start
mailto:york@vaccinationuk.co.uk


top score. However, if they arrive late or fail to demonstrate PRIDE then the score will be 

increased up to PAL 4.  

Over 93% of children across the school have an excellent PAL score - 1 - consistently 

throughout the week. Look in your child's planner to find their PAL score average each week 

and celebrate! Students will also received positive merit points for high PAL scores which 

feeds into our rewards system. 

We are working towards sharing our lesson by lesson PAL scores with parents as soon as we 

can - please bear with us.  

 



Friends of Huntington School PTFA 

Bingo Night! 

On Thursday 8th October the Friends hosted a Family Bingo Night to raise funds for the 

school and saw record attendance from families across the year groups. It was especially 

lovely to welcome new families and see them have fun and make new connections in the 

school community. Some fantastic prizes were claimed, but everyone left feeling like a 

winner after such a fun evening. Special thanks goes to our FABULOUS bingo callers 

Rhiannon and Keira in Y13, who gave up their time to host the event.  

We look forward to hosting more events soon! 

 



 

 



 

Christmas Craft Fair Tuesday 1st December 

Don't forget that the Friends are hosting a Christmas Fair on Tuesday 1st December at 

school, from 5-8pm. We have over 30 professional stall holders signed up already for the 

event, and our very own Dress2Impress will be there too! We're sure you'll be able to make 

a decent dent in your Christmas shopping and you'll also be able to grab a bite to eat, as the 

Bistro Guy will be there serving hot food. 

Raffle Prizes Plea! If you or anyone you know is able to donate raffle prizes from their 

company for this event, we would be extremely grateful, as we intend to hold a raffle draw 

on the night and this is another excellent fundraising opportunity for the school. 

Thank you, and we hope to see you there on the 1st of December! Ho Ho Ho     



 

Raising Money for Huntington School 

Just a reminder about a couple of ways you can easily help us raise money for the school, 

without having to make a direct donation: 

Easyfundraising - thousands of retailers will donate to us whenever you shop with them. 

Start by going to the easyfundraising website or app, clicking where you want to shop and 

checking out - the prices are exactly the same and the retailer sends a percentage of your 

spend to us via easyfundraising. 

Stikins Name Labels - avoid the lost property box by purchasing name labels for your child's 

belongings using the following link: https://www.stikins.co.uk/?NAME-LABELS=10353 and 

when you do, we will receive 30% of the cost of your purchase! Our fundraising code is 

10353. 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
https://www.stikins.co.uk/?NAME-LABELS=10353


Thank you so much for your support. 

Friends of Huntington School 

 

 

1 - Fundraising code 10353. 

Pre-Loved Uniform 

If you need a replacement item of uniform, just email the Friends of Huntington School at 

hs.ptfa@gmail.com to let us know what item and size of uniform you need and your child's 

name and form, and we'll let you know if we have it in stock. We can then arrange to leave it 

at main reception for you or your child to collect. If you'd like to donate to the pre-loved 

mailto:hs.ptfa@gmail.com


uniform store afterwards, you can give an amount of your choosing by finding us under 

Fundraising on Wisepay. 

You can also donate school jumpers, ties and branded PE kit by leaving it in the big plastic 

box outside main reception. We always wash donated uniform so it is in a good condition for 

the next child who wears it. 

Please do not donate shirts, trousers or skirts as we cannot rehome these. 

And to help your child's lost items finding their way back to them, don't forget you can use 

the Stikins labels mentioned above: www.stikins.co.uk. Please use our fundraising code 

10353. 

Thank you for helping to make our school sustainable and environmentally friendly! 

Friends of Huntington School 

Attendance Update - Random Attendance Day! 

RANDOM ATTENDANCE DAY! 

Which day will it be? 

Starting next week! In the final week before every holiday, we’ll secretly select one Random 

Attendance Day. 

Come into school on time the chosen day and you’ll be automatically entered into our prize 

draw. 

     Choice of prizes 

     One winner per year group 

      The day remains a secret 

Monday? Tuesday? Wednesday? Thursday? Friday? 

Nobody knows... so make sure you’re IN! 

 

Miss Roworth (Attendance Lead) and the Attendance Team 

https://www.stikins.co.uk/


 

Charity Day Friday 23rd October 

 



Refugee Action York is our chosen charity of the year, voted on by students. RAY works with 

refugees, asylum seekers and migrants from within and around the City of York, providing a 

safe meeting point where people can seek information and support, learn new skills and 

languages and form lasting friendships. 

We will begin fundraising with our first Charity Day on Friday 23rd October, where students 

can enjoy Staff Sumo in the sports hall, Open Mic in the drama studio and Film Club in the 

main hall. This is also a non-uniform day. You can make a donation using WisePay, (look in 

Fundraising), or send cash on the day. 

Thank you in advance for your support in raising funds to support this fantastic charity. 

Student Leadership Opportunities - all year groups 

Following Open Evening, many of our students told us they would like more opportunities to 

get involved in school events and represent the school community. The form below includes 

a range of upcoming evening events where students can volunteer to help, for example by 

welcoming visitors, taking tickets, or serving refreshments. These opportunities are a great 

way for students to develop confidence, communication skills and a sense of responsibility 

while supporting the school. 

Please complete the form to indicate whether you give consent for your child to take part in 

these events but please note that submitting this form does not guarantee participation in 

every event. After students have had the opportunity to volunteer, we will contact them and 

you separately to confirm whether your child has been selected to support a particular event. 

Thank you for your support. 

Student leadership opportunities – Fill in form 

Student Parliament 

This week, our newly elected Student Parliament representatives met for the first time. 

Each tutor group has selected representatives they believe will listen to and champion the 

views of their peers. Our fantastic Sixth Form Senior Student Leaders facilitated the 

discussions, helping students share their reflections on what has gone well so far this year 

and identify areas where they would like to see further improvements. 

It was great to see such thoughtful contributions and enthusiastic engagement as students 

began shaping the agenda for the year ahead. Student voice plays a vital role in our school 

community, and we look forward to seeing the positive impact of their ideas. 

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/3VMvE2sief


 

World Teachers' Day - Sixth Form Community Ambassadors mark the 

occasion 

Sixth Form Community Ambassadors Mark World Teachers' Day with School-Wide Thank 

You Campaign 

Students in Huntington School Sixth Form marked World Teachers' Day by leading a school-

wide campaign to thank staff for everything they do. Organised by the Community 

Ambassadors in PDP, the initiative saw every Sixth Form student write a personalised thank-

you card to a member of staff. 

The project was designed to recognise the hard work and commitment of both teaching and 

support staff. During PDP sessions and form time, students took time to reflect on the 

positive impact staff members have had on their school experience before writing their 

messages of appreciation. 

The campaign reflected Huntington's values of Respect, Honesty and Kindness, with 

students expressing genuine gratitude to the people who support them every day. From 

subject teachers and tutors to office staff, site staff and teaching assistants, hundreds of 

cards were distributed across the school. 



The project also highlighted the purpose of the Huntington Community Ambassadors 

programme, which encourages Sixth Form students to make a positive difference through 

leadership and service. By planning and delivering the campaign themselves, students 

demonstrated the programme's motto: "Lead with Purpose. Serve with Pride. Make a 

Difference." 

The cards were delivered to staff to coincide with World Teachers' Day, helping to spread a 

little positivity and strengthen the sense of community that is such an important part of life 

at Huntington School. 

 

Duke of Edinburgh Update 

Some reminders for our DofE students, and updates on their progress. 

Bronze DofE - Applications need to be in main reception by Monday 19th October. 

Gold DofE - There is a launch meeting at 8.40am in the common room on Tuesday 20th 

October. 

Silver DofE has started. Two year 12 teams had a great day walking in the Wolds area on 

Saturday 10th October. This was their first opportunity to test the navigational abilities that 

they have been working on in the classroom. 

Mr Savory 



 

ISSP Science Showdown 

As part of the York Independent School State Partnership, Findlay, Hannah, Aleena, and 

Lewis attended the Science Showdown on Wednesday 14th October at Bootham School. 

The competition was tough, but they managed to come second overall to Botham’s first 

team. An excellent achievement. 

 

York Interschools Chess Competition in November 

York’s six annual Interschools Chess Competition takes place this year from 11am-4.30pm 

on Sunday 15th November at Bootham senior school. 



Now an established event in the York calendar, the competition encourages chess playing 

with its proven educational benefits, and often gives children who might not otherwise get 

to represent the school the opportunity.   

This year’s event is open to teams from any secondary or primary schools near York, state or 

independent. Huntington School is looking to send two teams of four to compete in this 

tournament. If you are interested, see Mr Buckley in Chess Club on Monday lunchtimes or 

Chess Masterclass on Tuesdays after school. 

Prizes 

The teams will play for the Ewan Cameron Chess Set (holders: Bootham School) and the 

Simon Benedictus cup (holders: Knavesmire) respectively, with loads of other prizes for 

everyone. 

Thank you, 

Mr Buckley 

Sporting Update 

Amended PE kit Policy 

Huntington School Physical Education Kit  - reminder of what you need: 

 

Compulsory branded items   

-Navy polo top with Huntington   School logo   

 

Compulsory items  (optional branding)   

-Navy/black training pants or navy/black   leggings or navy/black shorts or skort    

-Navy/black knee length sports   socks    

-Trainers: running style, no  fashion trainers e.g. platform or plimsolls   

-Shin pads (must be worn for hockey and football)   

-studded boots for football and rugby (we can support with this where required)   

 

Optional items (optional branding)   

-Navy sweatshirt with Huntington School logo or plain navy/black sweatshirt strongly 

recommended for colder months 



-Navy & white reversible top (optional with Huntington School logo)   

-Navy/black base layer (optional with Huntington School logo)   

 

Advised items   

• Gum shields – advised for hockey   

• Sports bra and supportive underwear (where required) 

• NB Asthmatics should have their inhalers with them at all times/ Diabetics need 

tracking equipment and medication/supplies   

Items NOT permitted  

• Club training tops (even if blue or black)  

• Hooded tops (health and safety issues)  

• Fashion Trainers  

• Branded sportswear (Nike, adidas etc) with logos larger than 7 inches x 7 inches  

NB: we do have Keal Teamwear as a supplier as well as our pre-loved uniform store, where 

you can request items by emailing hs.ptfa@gmail.com. 

All kit should be brought to school in a bag with each item clearly labelled with the 

student’s name. 

Year 9 Rugby 

Great to see the Year 9 rugby team back in action against Joseph Rowntree School. It was a 

thrilling contest, with the lead changing hands multiple times throughout an action-packed 

game. The attacking rugby on display certainly outshone the defence, with an incredible 29 

tries scored. In the end, Joseph Rowntree edged a remarkable encounter 15 tries to 14. Well 

done to our Y9 team, who represented the school brilliantly! 



 

 



 

Year 11 RPE Visit to Madhyamaka Kadampa Meditation Centre 

Our Year 11 GCSE Religious Studies students were delighted to visit the beautiful 

Madhyamaka Kadampa Meditation Centre for another enriching and memorable visit. 

You can read about their day by following this link: Year 11 RPE Visit to Madhyamaka 

Kadampa Meditation Centre.docx 

Mucha Metta, 

Mrs Yeadon and Mr Eden 

https://huntingtonschool-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/b_prihar_huntington-ed_org_uk/IQD5Ws2WqEvYS5Zeg3Gaq_ChAWoZDwyZalL_7dFe1MFl4gk?e=Rr1pLU


 

Where to lock up your bike at school 

Just a reminder that if your child rides their bike to school, please could they make sure they 

lock their bike up in the bike shed, not leave it at the front of school against the railings  - 

access is needed through these gates at all times in case of an emergency and we don't want 

to cut bike locks to be able to open the gates. 

Many thanks for your cooperation. 

Plea for empty sweet and biscuit tubs/boxes 

The Food Technology department would be very grateful for any empty sweet or biscuit 

tubs/boxes or Tupperware. Please leave at reception for collection or students can bring to 

the Food Technology department. 

Thank you 

Mr G Littlewood 

Plea for used trainers  - PE department 

When your child grows out of their trainers, and if you have no further use for them, the PE 

department would be very grateful for them to use as spares. If you can, please bring them 

to main reception in a bag and hand in. 

Thank you 



The PE team 

Celebrating your child's achievements 

We love to hear about your children's achievements out of school, so if you have anything to 

share, please use the email address celebrate@huntington-ed.org.uk. If this email didn't 

work for you previously, the issue has now been fixed. 

Please also let us know in the email if you give permission for your child's name (either just 

first name or both first and last names) to be shared in the newsletter and/or on Facebook, 

and if you attach any photos, whether you give permission for these to be published in the 

newsletter and/or on Facebook. 

Thank you       

Support for Parents and Students 

Parenting Programmes 

You can see details of all the parenting programmes available in the city here: Support for 

parents and carers – Raise York. This shows all of the in person and online courses available 

in the city - there is a huge amount of support available.  There are also programmes offered 

by Bright Sparks: https://www.brightsparkscic.org.uk/our-courses. 

mailto:celebrate@huntington-ed.org.uk
https://www.raiseyork.co.uk/families/parents
https://www.brightsparkscic.org.uk/our-courses


 



Wellbeing in Mind webinars 

 

Free online courses: Togetherness and Signposting Family Support 

Developed by NHS clinical psychologists alongside parents and 

practitioners, Togetherness offers trusted, evidence-based online courses to help families 

better understand and support emotional wellbeing in everyday life. York residents can 

access a personalised page at Home - Togetherness, featuring a wide range of flexible 

learning pathways, including:  

• Understanding your child from toddler to teenager 

• Understanding your child with additional needs 

• Understanding your teenager’s brain 

• Understanding your own adolescence (for teens and pre-teens) 

https://togetherness.co.uk/


Courses are available for all ages – from pregnancy through to 19 years – and are designed 

to strengthen family relationships, support child development, and improve emotional 

health. All courses are free for York residents using the access code: RAISE. 

Signposting Family Support 

Welcome to Raise York – Raise York 

The website contains links of local and national support available which families can access 

without professional referrals.  

 

 

https://www.raiseyork.co.uk/


 

 

 

York Inspirational Kids 

York inspirational kids is a group for young people and those who support them who have a 

learning or physical disability, autism or other neurodivergence. They offer a range of 

support through groups and activities for both parents/carers and the young people 

themselves.  



Please find below their July/August newsletter, containing upcoming dates. 

YIKs Newsletter Aug 2026.pdf 

Local Clubs and Activities 

The Padel Farm, Sutton-on-the-Forest 

Some junior coaching has recently begun at the Padel Farm at Sutton-on-the-Forest and as 

one of the first places in the area offering junior coaching they are hoping to spread the 

word and encourage new players. 

Padel is fun, active, sociable and really easy to pick up, making it accessible to children of all 

sporting abilities. Our Junior Academy is for ages 5–16, with qualified LTA coaches, indoor 

courts and all equipment provided. 

Please see the flyer for more information and how to get in touch. 

 

https://huntingtonschool-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/b_prihar_huntington-ed_org_uk/IQD2wIvlh5enTaapGKPPlVWPARqdyFoa2Vyqnnh3bReOAL8?e=RVBw9y


Strensall Tigresses 

If you have a daughter in Year 9 or below who is interested in playing football, please see a 

flyer from the U14s Strensall Tigresses for how to enquire. 

 

Out of Hours Concerns 

SAFEGUARDING AND OUT OF HOURS CONCERNS   

If you are concerned about a young person you must contact M.A.S.H. (Multi Agency 

Safeguarding Hub Team) which is the single point of contact for all concerns about children.  

It there are immediate concerns about the safety of a child, you should contact North 

Yorkshire Police on 999.   



 Contact MASH Monday to Friday, 8.30am to 5.00pm:   

• telephone - 01904 551900   

• email - mash@york.gov.uk   

Contact MASH Early Help Team to make an early help referral or access advice:   

Outside office hours, at weekends and on public holidays, contact the emergency duty 

team   

• telephone - 01609 780780   

• email - edt@northyorks.gov.uk   

Contact Us 

 

Year 7 

Miss Townsend (Head of Year) 

e.townsend@huntington-ed.org.uk       

Miss Giblin (Student Support Leader) 

t.giblin@huntington-ed.org.uk  

  

Year  8 

Mr Kettlewell (Head of Year) 

r.kettlewell@huntington-ed.org.uk    

Mrs Thompson (Student Support Leader) 

g.thompson@huntington-ed.org.uk  

  

Year 9 

Mrs Hadcroft (Head of Year) 

ce.hadcroft@huntington-ed.org.uk 

Miss O'Loughlin (Student Support Leader) 

e.oloughlin@huntington-ed.org.uk  

mailto:mash@york.gov.uk
mailto:edt@northyorks.gov.uk
mailto:e.townsend@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:t.giblin@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:r.kettlewell@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:g.thompson@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:ce.hadcroft@huntington-ed.org.uk


  

Year 10 

Miss Elliott (Head of Year) 

n.elliott@huntington-ed.org.uk    

Mrs Boyd (Student Support Leader) 

s.boyd@huntington-ed.org.uk  

  

Year 11  

Miss Young (Head of Year) 

a.young@huntington-ed.org.uk  

Mrs Booth (Student Support Leader) 

l.booth@huntington-ed.org.uk    

 

Year 12  

Mrs Hopson (Head of Year) 

l.hopson@huntington-ed.org.uk  

Mrs Blunt (Student Support Leader) 

a.blunt@huntington-ed.org.uk 

 

Year 13 

Mrs Wilson (Head of Year) 

r.wilson@huntington-ed.og.uk    

Mrs Blunt (Student Support Leader) 

a.blunt@huntington-ed.org.uk 

 

Aspirations Teaching and Learning Manager: Mr S Daniel (s.daniel@huntington-ed.org.uk)   

 

Ms Wells Deputy Headteacher, Designated Safeguarding Lead  

mailto:s.roworth@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:s.boyd@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:a.young@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:l.booth@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:l.hopson@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:a.blunt@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:r.wilson@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:a.blunt@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:s.daniel@huntington-ed.org.uk


v.wells@huntington-ed.org.uk  

Mr Lowe Assistant Headteacher, Special Educational Needs & Disabilities 

Coordinator (SENDCO) 

w.lowe@huntington-ed.org.uk     

Mrs Brown Assistant Headteacher KS3 (Years 7, 8 & 9) 

k.brown@huntington-ed.org.uk     

Mr Paley Assistant Headteacher KS4 (Years 10 & 11)  

t.paley@huntington-ed.org.uk   

Mr Richards Director of Sixth Form  

h.richards@huntington-ed.org.uk    

 

HUNTINGTON SCHOOL 

Huntington Road 

York - YO32 9WT 

Tel: 01904 752100 

mail@huntington-ed.org.uk 

 

Visit us on the web at https://www.huntingtonschool.co.uk/ 

mailto:g.naish@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:w.lowe@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:k.brown@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:t.paley@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:h.richards@huntington-ed.org.uk
https://www.huntingtonschool.co.uk/
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