
 

 

19th June 2026 

IN THIS ISSUE: 

• Headteacher's Message 

• Dates for the Diary 

• Applying for Free School Meals for academic year 26-27 

• Being prepared for hot weather 

• The Big Future Survey 

• Ethnicity and Culture Week 

• Duke of Edinburgh: Thank you for volunteering  - DofE Social Value, and Bronze 

Expedition 

• Year 12 Media Studies visit to the Academy of Live Technology 

• Year 12 Theatre Visit: 'Malory Towers' 

• Huntington CoderDojo Club: Astro Pi Challenge 

• Sporting Round up: York & District Athletics tournament 

• OSCAR's Inflatable 5k event 

• Theatre: Little Shop of Horrors show and Les Mis 

• Sweet and Biscuit Tubs/Boxes - please donate! 

• Huntington School Community News and Events: Parent Workshops, Huntington 

Dash and Celebrating your child's achievements 



• Support for Parents and Students: Parenting Programmes, York Wellbeing in Mind, 

Autism support for parents, free online courses: Togetherness and Signposting Family 

Support 

• SEND Central: Drop ins, events and information incl. exam stress workshop 

• Out of hours Safeguarding Contact Information 

• Staff contact details 

Headteacher's Message 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

As we reach this point in the term, I want to take a moment to recognise a significant 

milestone. Year 11 and Year 13 have now completed their examinations  - a moment that 

always brings a mix of relief, pride, and reflection. The exam period itself is always 

demanding, and this year has been no different. I have seen first-hand with my son just how 

gruelling this period is for our young people. But I have been incredibly impressed with how 

the students have conducted themselves throughout  - they are a credit to you and to 

themselves, and I can already see that our Year 10 children, who are getting ready to begin 

their mock exams on Monday, will follow in the older students' footsteps. I wish them the 

very best in the coming week. 

We now look forward to events such as Sports Day on Tuesday 30th June, where our pupils 

will have the opportunity to demonstrate their determination, teamwork and sporting spirit, 

our next Charity Day on Friday 3rd July (details of which were shared via Class Charts today) 

and Arts Fest on Thursday 16th July  - a celebration of the creativity, talent and hard work of 

our pupils across the arts. We hope families will join us in an evening of fantastic 

entertainment. We will also soon be sharing details of an end of year celebration event that 

also recognises our 60th Anniversary on 10th July. 

Finally, we are currently preparing for our End of Year Awards ceremonies for years 7-10. We 

will be holding these after school on 6th July (years 7 and 8) and 8th July (years 9 and 10) 

and inviting parents and carers of children who are receiving awards to attend and join in 

the celebration of their children's achievements. We will also be recognising these children 

in school assemblies. 

Thank you for your continued support, and we look forward to seeing many of you at these 

upcoming events. 

Warm regards, 

Matt Smith 



 

Headteacher 

Dates for the Diary 

Our quick reference guide on key dates is available to view on our Website via the link 

below: 

Huntington School Calendar 

Please note these dates are subject to change. 

Dates to note for June and July are as follows: 

JUNE 

Mon 22nd: Y10 Exams Week 

Wed 24th: Y6 Transition Day 1 

Tues 30th: Sports Day; Y11 Prom 

JULY 

Wed 1st: Y6 Transition Day 2; Y13 Ball 

Thur 2nd: Training Day - school closed to students 

https://www.huntingtonschool.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1250&type=pdf


Mon 13th: Y10 Work Experience Week 

Thur 16th: Arts Fest 

Fri 17th: School closed for summer 12:15pm 

Applying for Free School Meals for academic year 26-27 

A Class Charts message was sent out earlier this week explaining that Free School Meals are 

changing and detailing what you need to do. You can find the letter about this and the form 

to fill in to apply for Free School Meals below: 

FSM Letter 2026-27 

FSMs for 2026-27 - fill in form 

Thank you. 

Being prepared for hot weather 

Please remember that, as the weather is hotting up, it is really important to bring a refillable 

water bottle to school every day. Students should bring them full and only refill when empty 

to avoid queues by water fountains and disruption to lessons. 

If your child suffers from hay fever, please could we ask that they make sure to take this 

before they come to school. 

Thank you! 

The Big Future Survey 

The Children's Commissioner, Dame Rachel de Souza, has asked for all students across the 

UK to take part in a survey called 'The Big Future', so she can find out about children's 

concerns, hopes for the future, and what they want to see in their communities. You can 

find out more about it by following this link: The Big Future | Children's Commissioner for 

England. 

We would really appreciate it if you could take part in the survey by clicking on the link 

below - it is completely private and is designed to help the government make lives better for 

children. The instructions are really clear and it won't take long to complete. 

http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture 

Thank you so much for your help! 

https://huntingtonschool.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/ReceptionAdmin/IQBysBi42fB3SZ8BZDvCnnHUATD8XJNguA06TLNoDkylciw?e=yyJTuD
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/81nPtV1G6y
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/the-big-future/
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/the-big-future/
http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture


Ethnicity and Culture Week 

Over the past month, we have focused on celebrating diversity and inclusion in all its forms. 

We explored and appreciated different ethnicities and cultures, helping to build 

understanding and respect for one another. We also learned about Pride, recognising the 

importance of equality, identity, and acceptance. Alongside this, we raised awareness of 

neurodiversity and mental health, encouraging empathy, support, and open conversations. 

Together, these experiences have helped create a more inclusive, respectful, and 

understanding community, and we had a lot of fun along the way! 

Below are some pictures of the highlights of the week : ) 

 

 



 

 



 



 

Duke of Edinburgh 

Thank you for Volunteering - DofE Social Value 

The scores are in and DofE continues to thrive! The impact upon our community has 

increased as the number of hours given has gone up 24% last year (the same increase as the 

year before!).  This has a total social value of £13445! Thank you to the staff, assessors, 

facilitators and well done to our participants, for making such a large positive contribution to 

society. 

Well done team!! 



 

Bronze Expedition 

DofE Bronze – May 16th and 17th 

After months of training, we left the classroom and ventured onto the hills. We have the 

biggest ever cohort this year, so we had 9 teams out over the two days. Each teams walking 

approximately 16km over the Wolds while receiving further navigational guidance. They all 

made it to the finish and have learnt valuable lessons for their assessed expedition in July. 

Thanks to the volunteers, without who this would not be possible. 

Mr Savory 

 



 

 



 

 



Year 12 Media Studies visit to the Academy of Live Technology 

A-Level Media Studies students enjoyed a fantastic day learning more about the creative 

industries by visiting this huge facility that combines sound stages, live music effects areas, 

film/TV making studios and sets. The biggest live acts in the world have been to set up their 

live shows at the Production Park, and many TV hits such as ‘Adolescence’ were filmed there. 

Students had the opportunity to see ‘behind the scenes' and they learnt a great deal about 

the production processes involved in crafting media products in the ‘real world’. 

Furthermore, they discovered more about how young people can find pathways into the 

creative media industries. 

It was an invaluable experience and one which has further inspired students who wish to 

pursue a career in the various media industries. 

Who knows? They may just see themselves on the ‘Wall of Fame’ in the future… 

Mr. Elwell and Ms. Bream 



 



 

 



 

Year 12 Theatre Visit: Malory Towers 

Year 12 Drama and Theatre students went to see 'Malory Towers' and adaptation by Emma 

Rice at HOME Theatre in Manchester, last Thursday.   

Students and staff were exposed to a fabulous array of exciting and creative ideas of the 

classic children's story we are all familiar with.  There were some fabulous projection and 

puppetry work that gave the students lots to write about for their upcoming mocks. 

A review of the show by Sophie, one of our Y12 drama students can be found by following 

the link below: 

Malory Towers Review.docx 

https://huntingtonschool-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/b_prihar_huntington-ed_org_uk/IQANjIKMQvJORYB4TUgytV2fAdP-ibqdQZQYIuFCQPTpWgM?e=0YU9Zd


 

Huntington CoderDojo Club: Astro Pi Challenge 

We are thrilled to celebrate the members of Huntington CoderDojo who successfully took 

part in the Astro Pi challenge. This incredible program gives students the unique opportunity 

to write programs that are sent into orbit and run on a Raspberry Pi computer aboard the 

International Space Station (ISS). Our coders proudly displayed their participation certificates 

this week, which even map out exactly where the ISS was when their code came to life. 

What a stellar accomplishment! 



 

 

Sporting Round up: York and Districts Athletics Tournament 

Miss Roworth took some Year 7 students to the semi finals of the York & District Athletics 

tournament on Tuesday. Their behaviour and effort was exceptional while representing the 

school, and lots qualified for the finals next Tuesday. Very impressive! 

 



 

 

 

 



OSCAR's Inflatable 5k event 

We would love as many of our Huntington students, families and staff to take part in 

OSCAR's Inflatable 5k on September 26th at Elvington Airfield in York. It would be a great 

way of bringing extra pride to our school community and you can find out all about it by 

following this link (poster also below). 

Thank you for your support! 

Sign up now for the Inflatable Run 2026 in York 

 

https://oscarscharity.org/events/inflatable-run-2026/


Theatre 

Little Shop of Horrors, directed by our very own Mr Buckley! 

Little Shop of Horrors is returning to York for 3 days in July! For the past year or so Mr 

Buckley has been directing a wonderful cast of people to put on this incredible show. For 

those who don't know, Little Shop of Horrors is a horror comedy musical with songs, dancing 

and puppets to tell the story of a flower shop taken over by the man-eating plant: Audrey 2! 

We are especially proud of our puppets that we have made ourselves for the show, take a 

look! 

It is being performed on the 9th, 10th and 11th of July in Friargate Theatre in town, near 

Clifford's Tower. The show is about 2-2.5 hours with a bar available before and in the interval 

of the performance. It is a show appropriate for older children as well so would make a fun 

night out for families. The link to the tickets is accessible through this URL: Little Shop of 

Horrors! at Friargate Theatre event tickets from TicketSource. 

We hope to see some of you there for a fun night of musical theatre! 

 

 

https://www.ticketsource.com/whats-on/york/friargate-theatre/little-shop-of-horrors/e-dlqbkv
https://www.ticketsource.com/whats-on/york/friargate-theatre/little-shop-of-horrors/e-dlqbkv


Sweet and Biscuit Tubs/Boxes 

A reminder that the Food Technology department would be very grateful for any empty 

sweet or biscuit tubs/boxes or Tupperware. Please leave at reception for collection or 

students can bring to the Food Technology department. 

Thank you 

Mr G Littlewood 

Huntington School Community News and Events 

At Huntington School, we’re proud of the vibrant community made up of our staff, students, 

and their families and we are keen to create more opportunities for connection and shared 

experiences. Please see below for ways we can achieve this together. 

Huntington Dash 

 

Don't forget to join us for some fitness fun at our very own Huntington School park run, 

scheduled once a half term throughout the year. All levels of fitness are welcome and we are 

delighted to have students, families and staff join us for an energetic (or leisurely!) 2km 

run/walk. We'd love you to join us at our next Dash on Thursday 9th July! 



Celebrating your child's achievements 

We love to hear about your children's achievements out of school, so if you have anything to 

share, please use the email address celebrate@huntington-ed.org.uk. 

Please also let us know in the email if you give permission for your child's name (either just 

first name or both first and last names) to be shared in the newsletter and/or on Facebook, 

and if you attach any photos, whether you give permission for these to be published in the 

newsletter and/or on Facebook. 

Thank you       

Support for Parents and Students 

Parenting Programmes 

You can see details of all the parenting programmes available in the city here: Support for 

parents and carers – Raise York. This shows all of the in person and online courses available 

in the city - there is a huge amount of support available.  There are also programmes offered 

by Bright Sparks: https://www.brightsparkscic.org.uk/our-courses. 

mailto:celebrate@huntington-ed.org.uk
https://www.raiseyork.co.uk/families/parents
https://www.raiseyork.co.uk/families/parents
https://www.brightsparkscic.org.uk/our-courses


 



 

Support for students starting at York College 

York College is hosting a Getting Sorted Event, which is taking place on the following dates: 

Tuesday 28th July and Wednesday 5th August 2026.  This is an informal drop in event aimed 

at young people/ parents/ carers and support workers who may have questions, queries or 

concerns around starting at York College in September. It is an opportunity to meet some of 

the specialist staff who can answer specific questions and provide reassurance around life at 

college and the variety of support available. 

The event is a relaxed drop in from 10am -3pm in the college Student Experience area, and 

there is no need to book. Refreshments will be available. 



York Wellbeing in Mind webinars 

 

Autism Support for Parents 

 

Free online courses: Togetherness and Signposting Family Support 

Developed by NHS clinical psychologists alongside parents and 

practitioners, Togetherness offers trusted, evidence-based online courses to help families 

better understand and support emotional wellbeing in everyday life. York residents can 

access a personalised page at Home - Togetherness, featuring a wide range of flexible 

learning pathways, including:  

https://togetherness.co.uk/


• Understanding your child from toddler to teenager 

• Understanding your child with additional needs 

• Understanding your teenager’s brain 

• Understanding your own adolescence (for teens and pre-teens) 

Courses are available for all ages – from pregnancy through to 19 years – and are designed 

to strengthen family relationships, support child development, and improve emotional 

health. All courses are free for York residents using the access code: RAISE. 

Signposting Family Support 

Welcome to Raise York – Raise York 

The website contains links of local and national support available which families can access 

without professional referrals.  

 

 

https://www.raiseyork.co.uk/


 

 

 



SEND Central: drop ins, events and information 

 



 



 



 

 

Out of Hours Concerns 

SAFEGUARDING AND OUT OF HOURS CONCERNS   

If you are concerned about a young person you must contact M.A.S.H. (Multi Agency 

Safeguarding Hub Team) which is the single point of contact for all concerns about children.  

It there are immediate concerns about the safety of a child, you should contact North 

Yorkshire Police on 999.   

 Contact MASH Monday to Friday, 8.30am to 5.00pm:   

• telephone - 01904 551900   

• email - mash@york.gov.uk   

mailto:mash@york.gov.uk


Contact MASH Early Help Team to make an early help referral or access advice:   

Outside office hours, at weekends and on public holidays, contact the emergency duty 

team   

• telephone - 01609 780780   

• email - edt@northyorks.gov.uk   

Contact Us 

Year 7 

Mr Kettlewell (Head of Year) 

r.kettlewell@huntington-ed.org.uk   

Miss Melsom (Student Support Leader) 

k.melsom@huntington-ed.org.uk   

 

Year 8 

Mrs Hadcroft (Head of Year) 

ce.hadcroft@huntington-ed.org.uk   

Miss O'Loughlin (Student Support Leader) 

e.oloughlin@huntington-ed.org.uk   

 

Year 9  

Miss Elliott (Head of Year) 

n.elliott@huntington-ed.org.uk   

Miss Tomlinson (Student Support Leader) 

hf.tomlinson@huntington-ed.org.uk  

 

Year 10  

Miss Young (Head of Year) 

a.young@huntington-ed.org.uk   

mailto:edt@northyorks.gov.uk
mailto:r.kettlewell@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:k.melsom@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:e.oloughlin@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:ce.hadcroft@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:e.oloughlin@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:s.roworth@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:hf.tomlinson@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:a.young@huntington-ed.org.uk


Mrs Booth (Student Support Leader) 

l.booth@huntington-ed.org.uk   

 

Year 11 

Miss Townsend (Head of Year) 

e.townsend@huntington-ed.org.uk      

Miss Giblin (Student Support Leader) 

t.giblin@huntington-ed.org.uk  

 

Year 12  

Mrs Wilson (Head of Year) 

r.wilson@huntington-ed.og.uk    

Mrs Blunt (Student Support Leader) 

a.blunt@huntington-ed.org.uk   

 

Year 13 

Mrs Hopson (Head of Year) 

l.hopson@huntington-ed.org.uk  

Mrs Blunt (Student Support Leader) 

a.blunt@huntington-ed.org.uk  

 

Aspirations Teaching and Learning Manager: Mr S Daniel (s.daniel@huntington-ed.org.uk)   

 

Mrs Naish Deputy Headteacher, Designated Safeguarding Lead  

g.naish@huntington-ed.org.uk  

Mr Lowe Assistant Headteacher, Special Educational Needs & Disabilities 

Coordinator (SENDCO) 

w.lowe@huntington-ed.org.uk     

mailto:l.booth@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:e.townsend@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:t.giblin@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:r.wilson@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:a.blunt@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:l.hopson@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:a.blunt@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:s.daniel@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:g.naish@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:w.lowe@huntington-ed.org.uk


Mrs Brown Assistant Headteacher KS3 (Years 7, 8 & 9) 

k.brown@huntington-ed.org.uk     

Mr Paley Assistant Headteacher KS4 (Years 10 & 11)  

t.paley@huntington-ed.org.uk   

Mr Richards Director of Sixth Form  

h.richards@huntington-ed.org.uk    

 

HUNTINGTON SCHOOL 

Huntington Road 

York - YO32 9WT 

Tel: 01904 752100 

mail@huntington-ed.org.uk 

 

Visit us on the web at https://www.huntingtonschool.co.uk/ 

mailto:k.brown@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:t.paley@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:h.richards@huntington-ed.org.uk
https://www.huntingtonschool.co.uk/
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