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Headteacher's Message 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

It has been a pleasure to welcome students back for the summer term and to see such a 

positive start to the past few weeks. There has already been much to celebrate, not least our 

fantastic Live Lounge, where students confidently showcased a wide range of musical talents. 

My thanks go to all staff, students, families and the Friends of Huntington School who 

supported this event. 

We have also been delighted by the valuable careers opportunities recently offered, 

culminating in our Aspirations Fair, where students engaged thoughtfully with over 40 

employers and training providers. We are sure the insight they gained will have given them 

food for thought regarding their next steps. 

As we now look ahead to the summer exam season, I would like to wish our Year 11, 12 and 

13 students every success in their upcoming GCSE, Level 3 and A‑level examinations. We are, 

as always, very pleased with the hard work and dedication they put into their studies, and 

we are sure they will make us proud over the next few weeks. 

Warm regards, 

Matt Smith 



 

Headteacher 

Dates for the Diary 

Our quick reference guide on key dates is available to view on our Website via the link 

below: 

Huntington School Calendar 

Please note these dates are subject to change. 

Dates to note for May and June are as follows: 

MAY 

Mon 4th: Bank Holiday - school closed 

Thurs 7th: GCSE exams start 

Fri 8th: Y13 Last Day/Leavers' Assembly 

Mon 11th: A-Level exams start 

Mon 18th: Y7 Exams Week 

Fri 22nd: School closes for half term 

https://www.huntingtonschool.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1250&type=pdf


JUNE 

Mon 1st: School opens after half term; Y8 Exams Week 

Mon 8th: Y9 Exams Week 

Wed 10th: Y6 New Entrants Evening 

Mon 15th: Y10 Exams Week 

Mon 22nd: U12 Exams Week 

Wed 24th: Y6 Transition Day 1; Exam Contingency Day 

Tues 30th: Sports Day; Y11 Prom 

Training Days: September 

The training days for the start of the Autumn term, academic year 2026-27, are confirmed as 

Monday 7th and Tuesday 8th September. Year 7 and Year 12 students will therefore have 

their first day of term on Wednesday 9th September and for all other students this will be 

Thursday 10th September. 

Summer uniform 

As the weather is warming up, as of today, we have moved to summer uniform. This means 

students no longer need to wear/bring their jumper to school each day. Top buttons should 

be fastened still, with a tie, and shirts tucked in.  

We will have our donation box on the welcome gate each morning if you would like to 

donate any jumpers which are too small to our pre-loved uniform store. 

Also, a reminder that a refillable water bottle is also part of school uniform and especially 

important at this time of year. 

Thank you, 

Pastoral Team 

Medical Matters 

Medicine in School 

Please can we remind all students and parents that students should not carry medication in 

school other than the following: 

• Inhalers 

• Diabetic supplies for our diabetic students 



• Epipens for students with severe allergies 

Parents can bring medication into school with a completed a medication form and these will 

be kept safely in the first aid room. 

Thank you for your support with this. 

First Aid Team 

Vaccinations: Catch up Clinics 

Lots of our Year 8 students (plus others from older year groups) received their HPV 

vaccination yesterday in school. If your child (Y8 and above) did not receive this and you 

would like them to, on 7th July the vaccination team will be back in school to provide a catch 

up for all vaccinations. We will be in touch to let you know how to sign your child up for this. 

Vaccination UK also have the following catch up session for students who have not been 

vaccinated in school and are due any of their childhood vaccinations. 

Please call 01904 237680 if you would like to book a timeslot. 

Hob Moor Children's centre YO24 4RF Friday 29th May 10am - 2pm. 

Head Lice 

We have had multiple reports of lice in school. Please can you check your child's hair and 

treat accordingly. See the link below for further information and advice. 

Head lice and nits - NHS 

Many thanks, 

Pastoral Team 

Huntington School Community News and Events 

At Huntington School, we’re proud of the vibrant community made up of our staff, students, 

and their families and we are keen to create more opportunities for connection and shared 

experiences. Please see below for ways we can achieve this together. 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits/


Parent Workshops 

 

A reminder of the information sessions we’ll be running throughout the year. These will take 

place from 3:45 to 4:45pm, and we invite you to join us at Student Reception. Each session 

will be recorded for those unable to attend in person, and children are very welcome if that 

makes it easier for you to come along. 

We welcomed plenty of sixth form families at our last workshop, Post 18 Pathways explained, 

on Monday 27th April, and look forward to seeing you at our next workshop, Summer 

Support for York Families, on Thursday 11th June. This workshop will explore childcare, 

wellbeing and activity opportunities available this summer through York's Family Information 

Service and partners. 

If you would like a recording of any of our sessions, please email b.prihar@huntington-

ed.org.uk. 

https://b.prihar@huntington-ed.org.uk/
https://b.prihar@huntington-ed.org.uk/


Huntington Dash 

 

Don't forget to join us for some fitness fun at our very own Huntington School park run, 

scheduled once a half term throughout the year. All levels of fitness are welcome and we are 

delighted to have students, families and staff join us for an energetic (or leisurely!) 2km 

run/walk. We'd love you to join us at our next Dash on Thursday 14th May! 

Celebrating your child's achievements 

We love to hear about your children's achievements out of school, so if you have anything to 

share, please use the email address celebrate@huntington-ed.org.uk. 

Please also let us know in the email if you give permission for your child's name (either just 

first name or both first and last names) to be shared in the newsletter and/or on Facebook, 

and if you attach any photos, whether you give permission for these to be published in the 

newsletter and/or on Facebook. 

Thank you       

Sustaining Poverty Proofing Award 

We are so pleased to announce that Huntington School has won the Children North East 

Sustaining Poverty Proofing award 2025/26. Children North East gave the following reasons 

for crowning us as winners, based on the impact of the work we do to poverty proof the 

school day for our students: 

mailto:celebrate@huntington-ed.org.uk


This award is for a school that has made Poverty Proofing© not just a project, but a 

permanent part of its culture. Through long-term commitment, ongoing reflection, and deep 

partnership with Poverty Proofing©, this school has embedded equity into its everyday 

ethos.  

Huntington Research School won this award for embedding Poverty Proofing® deeply and 

sustainably across their culture, policies, and daily decision‑making. The school has created 

strong, ongoing systems for reflection through regular student voice, parent feedback, and 

follow‑up surveys, ensuring continuous improvement year after year. Staff—particularly 

office and reception teams—act as Poverty Proofing champions, carefully reviewing all 

communications for hidden costs and ensuring every decision supports equity and inclusion. 

Their long‑term commitment extends beyond their own school. The Huntington Research 

School team has designed and launched an ambitious city-wide project to train a local audit 

team and carry out seven further Poverty Proofing audits across York, supported by the Local 

Authority, CNE, MATs, charities, and York St John University. By sharing learning and building 

local capacity, they are shaping systemic change for the wider community. 

Through strong staff engagement, genuine partnership with pupils and families, and a clear 

vision for long-term, sustainable impact, Huntington has shown exceptional leadership in 

making Poverty Proofing a living, evolving part of school life. 

We are also proud to tell you that our projects were nominated for 'most innovative', and 

Dress2Impress were nominated for Poverty Proofing Champion. Thank you to everyone who 

plays a part in the work we do to support families in our community. 

Mrs Elsworth 

Deputy Headteacher and Director of Huntington Research School 

 



Live Lounge 

Huntington students did themselves proud with another fantastic Live Lounge event last 

week. Three bands and four choirs showcased an incredible mix of music from 1950s classics 

to Björk, Britney Spears, Coldplay and even a rocking take on Beethoven's 5th! 

A huge thank you to all students, staff, PTFA and parents for making it such a special evening. 

Mr Burnage and the Music Team 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



Careers Events and Aspirations Fair 

The first 3 weeks of term have been packed with brilliant opportunities for our students to 

explore the world of work and future careers. 

We kicked things off with the Year 10 World of Work morning, where students took a deep 

dive into workplace rights and expectations, and followed with a brilliant trip to FERA for our 

keen Year 9 scientists, where they gained valuable insight into real-world science careers. 

We wrapped up with our fantastic Aspirations Fair, where students in Years 8, 10 and 12 met 

and spoke with 40+ employers and training providers about their next steps. 

Our students have been absolutely fantastic, and we've received such positive feedback on 

their behaviour, maturity and enthusiasm. Well done to everyone for making the most of 

every opportunity. 

Remember, you can support the work we do here by talking to your child about these events 

and by visiting our website, where there is even more information to support this work. Just 

Google "Huntington School Aspirations". 

 



 

 



 

 



 

Arts Fest Announcement and Plea 

It's that exciting time of year where we are getting excited about Arts Fest  This year's theme 

is 'What If...'  We would love for as many different students to be involved as possible 

whether it be in Music, Art, Drama, Dance, Tech or Front of House.  The launch meeting is to 

take place on Wednesday 6th May, 12.25pm in the Main Hall.  Students - come along to 

find out more. 

The application form will go live after the meeting and all applications must be submitted by 

Friday 15th May. 

Come along, get involved and get creating! 

And a plea for help from the Art department! 

We are in need of any small household items that you no longer want - e.g - lamps, side 

tables, stools, chairs, old electrical items, picture frames, etc. 



If you have anything at all we'd be super grateful! Please email r.gospodarczyk@huntington-

ed.org.uk to let her know what you can donate, and to arrange drop off. 

Thank you! 

Sporting Round up 

Netball 

As our Netball season is now at an end, I just want to acknowledge the commitment, 

resilience and teamwork shown by our U14 and U15 Netball teams. Week after week these 

players have demonstrated passion for the sport by showing up to training and representing 

Huntington with pride. A huge well done to all the girls. Looking forward to our next Netball 

season! 

Miss Roworth 

 

York City FC Academy Player of the Year 

Massive congratulations to one of our talented former students, Ben Farrar, on being named 

Academy Player of the Year at York City FC — an incredible achievement! 

We’re so proud to see our Huntington alumni doing so well. Fully deserved, Ben. 

https://r.gospodarczyk@huntington-ed.org.uk/
https://r.gospodarczyk@huntington-ed.org.uk/


 

MFL Enrichment 

Sixth Form French exchange visit 

We were delighted to host the return leg of our sixth-form French exchange just before 

Easter, with our friends from Dijon visiting York in the glorious sunshine! Our guests enjoyed 

a visit to Scarborough, and the Jorvik Viking Centre, as well as settling into a taste of British 

life staying with their penfriends' families. Tuesday morning saw our now-traditional visit to 

York Mansion House, to meet the Lord Mayor in all his finery, who kindly welcomed our 

continuing partnership, based on the long-standing town-twinning relationship between the 

two cities. Lots of firm friendships have been made, with plans already afoot for lots of visits 

back to France in the summer! 



 

WWII French army commander visit 

Visit by Deputy Commander Debray 

On Tuesday 21st April, our Year 12 and 13 French students were treated to a very interesting 

and engaging session on WW2 from a French perspective. Our French assistant ’s husband, 

Deputy Commander Bertrand Debray, very kindly gave up a couple of hours of his time to 

come in and deliver this session. He is one of only two Commanders of the French army 

stationed outside of France. He spoke in French the whole time and our students were very 

encouraged by the fact that they could follow and understand the majority of what he said. 

At the end of his speech, we all enjoyed freshly baked madeleines and the students had the 

opportunity to ask questions and chat to him in French about their studies and future plans. 

Overall, this was an excellent way for the Year 12s to gain some background knowledge 

about key topics they will study in depth next year, and for the Year 13s to hone their 

listening and comprehension skills in readiness for their upcoming A Level exams. 

Eco Matters 

Eco Council Three Gardens Project 

As we move into spring our Eco-council are hard at work, planting and maintaining our 

Appalachia garden, named after the Appalachia mountains, known for their rugged 

biodiversity. This is one of the gardens designed by two of our 6th Form students as part of 

the sustainability Three Gardens project. 

Over the past few weeks our eco-council have been planting herbs and tending to the range 

of pre-existing plants to encourage more wildlife into the area. Since starting work on the 

garden back in September there has been a noticeable increase in the biodiversity in the 

garden already. There has been an increase in birds (the eco council have noted a number of 



baby sparrows and a family of Robins), we have our resident frogs (named Suzanna and 

Woody) and bees are on the increase. The next phase is to create the wildflower beds to 

increase the butterfly population. We have also had a number of car and truck tyres donated 

from Peter Wynn tyres for the group to turn into sustainable planters. This idea came from 

one of the group members Faye (Y7) who then independently contacted Peter Wynn tyres to 

organise, which shows great dedication and initiative. Over the next few weeks the eco 

council will be getting these ready to plant.  

 



 



 

 



Litter Picking Y9 

A big well done to the students from 9VHK who took part in a litter pick, working together 

with our Site Team to help keep our local environment clean and safe. Their efforts made an 

immediate impact and their positive attitude and teamwork helped improve our school site. 

 

York Schools Public Speaking Competition 

On Tuesday 21st April, Flora and Eden (Year 8) represented Huntington School at the York 

Schools Public Speaking Competition, where they were awarded second place among all 

secondary schools. They were absolutely brilliant, expressing their ideas with clarity and 

confidence as they delivered a five‑minute talk on the benefits and limitations of teenagers 

using smartphones. 

Congratulations to both of them! 

 



Art Competition Winners Y7 

Well done to these 3 brilliant pupils for locking in (and locking their phones away in a 

cupboard!) and as a consequence winning the Year 7 Easter break Art Competition with this 

fabulously detailed replica of the Delorian (as featured in the Back to the future films). 

Sunny, Freddie and Rafe, hats off to you boys - you have Mrs Sellars trembling in her boots 

about her attempt to do the same but bigger for Arts Fest! 

 

Year 11 Leavers' Assembly - photo plea 

FAO parents and carers of Year 11 students: 

Please could you send in any funny or sweet photos of your Year 11 child/ren to be used in 

the Leavers' Assembly on Monday 15th June? They can be from any time in their school lives 

- first day at school (primary or secondary), achievements of any kind, photos from events at 

school or just silly photos that will (hopefully) make them laugh! 

We'd like to keep this as a surprise if we possibly can, so try to keep it on the down low ; ) 

Please send any photos (include their name in case we can't recognise them from the 

photo!) to e.townsend@huntington-ed.org.uk and please don't send photos containing 

other students without their parents' permission. 

Thank you! 

Miss Townsend 

https://e.townsend@huntington-ed.org.uk/


Head of Year 11 

Sweet and Biscuit Tubs/Boxes 

A reminder that the Food Technology department would be very grateful for any empty 

sweet or biscuit tubs/boxes or Tupperware. Please leave at reception for collection or 

students can bring to the Food Technology department. 

Thank you 

Mr G Littlewood 

Out of School Opportunities and Clubs 

Advantage Tennis Academy 

New Tennis Coaching Opportunity, run by one of our alumni, Seb Holowkiewicz 

Our tennis skills training sessions help players build strong technical foundations 

while developing confidence for real match situations. Whether starting out or refining parts 

of your game, sessions focus on improving core tennis skills through structured drills, game-

based learning, and personalised coaching. Players work on racket control, movement, shot 

selection, and consistency within a supportive environment that keeps training 

enjoyable and rewarding. 

Please see the attached flyer for information about classes, including times and prices. 

 

Huntington Rovers FC U19s 

Huntington Rovers is a friendly, community-focused grassroots football club, and we are 

currently inviting expressions of interest from players who will be eligible for U19 football in 

the 2026/2027 season.  

This is a great opportunity for young people who want to continue playing competitive 

football alongside sixth form or college study. 

Please contact Kes Webster, Chairman and U16s coach for further information: 

keswebsterhrfc@gmail.com 

https://huntingtonschool-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/b_prihar_huntington-ed_org_uk/IQDIf5iC_8A2QISdnt9phpQYAYwenIWTT6Gi5hee5QNv-P8?e=mNaNJn
mailto:keswebsterhrfc@gmail.com


Support for Parents and Students 

York Wellbeing in Mind webinars 

 

Autism Support for Parents 

 

Free online courses: Togetherness and Signposting Family Support 

Developed by NHS clinical psychologists alongside parents and 

practitioners, Togetherness offers trusted, evidence-based online courses to help families 

better understand and support emotional wellbeing in everyday life. York residents can 



access a personalised page at Home - Togetherness, featuring a wide range of flexible 

learning pathways, including:  

• Understanding your child from toddler to teenager 

• Understanding your child with additional needs 

• Understanding your teenager’s brain 

• Understanding your own adolescence (for teens and pre-teens) 

Courses are available for all ages – from pregnancy through to 19 years – and are designed 

to strengthen family relationships, support child development, and improve emotional 

health. All courses are free for York residents using the access code: RAISE. 

Signposting Family Support 

Welcome to Raise York – Raise York 

The website contains links of local and national support available which families can access 

without professional referrals.  

 

 

https://togetherness.co.uk/
https://www.raiseyork.co.uk/


 

 

 



SEND Central: drop ins, events and information 

 



 

 



 

 



 

Out of Hours Concerns 

SAFEGUARDING AND OUT OF HOURS CONCERNS   

If you are concerned about a young person you must contact M.A.S.H. (Multi Agency 

Safeguarding Hub Team) which is the single point of contact for all concerns about children.  

It there are immediate concerns about the safety of a child, you should contact North 

Yorkshire Police on 999.   

 Contact MASH Monday to Friday, 8.30am to 5.00pm:   

• telephone - 01904 551900   

• email - mash@york.gov.uk   

mailto:mash@york.gov.uk


Contact MASH Early Help Team to make an early help referral or access advice:   

Outside office hours, at weekends and on public holidays, contact the emergency duty 

team   

• telephone - 01609 780780   

• email - edt@northyorks.gov.uk   

Contact Us 

Year 7 

Mr Kettlewell (Head of Year) 

r.kettlewell@huntington-ed.org.uk   

Miss Melsom (Student Support Leader) 

k.melsom@huntington-ed.org.uk   

 

Year 8 

Mrs Hadcroft (Head of Year) 

ce.hadcroft@huntington-ed.org.uk   

Miss O'Loughlin (Student Support Leader) 

e.oloughlin@huntington-ed.org.uk   

 

Year 9  

Miss Elliott (Head of Year) 

n.elliott@huntington-ed.org.uk   

Miss Tomlinson (Student Support Leader) 

hf.tomlinson@huntington-ed.org.uk  

 

Year 10  

Miss Young (Head of Year) 

a.young@huntington-ed.org.uk   

mailto:edt@northyorks.gov.uk
mailto:r.kettlewell@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:k.melsom@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:e.oloughlin@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:ce.hadcroft@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:e.oloughlin@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:s.roworth@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:hf.tomlinson@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:a.young@huntington-ed.org.uk


Mrs Booth (Student Support Leader) 

l.booth@huntington-ed.org.uk   

 

Year 11 

Miss Townsend (Head of Year) 

e.townsend@huntington-ed.org.uk      

Miss Giblin (Student Support Leader) 

t.giblin@huntington-ed.org.uk  

 

Year 12  

Mrs Wilson (Head of Year) 

r.wilson@huntington-ed.og.uk    

Mrs Blunt (Student Support Leader) 

a.blunt@huntington-ed.org.uk   

 

Year 13 

Mrs Hopson (Head of Year) 

l.hopson@huntington-ed.org.uk  

Mrs Blunt (Student Support Leader) 

a.blunt@huntington-ed.org.uk  

 

Aspirations Teaching and Learning Manager: Mr S Daniel (s.daniel@huntington-ed.org.uk)   

 

Mrs Naish Deputy Headteacher, Designated Safeguarding Lead  

g.naish@huntington-ed.org.uk  

Mr Lowe Assistant Headteacher, Special Educational Needs & Disabilities 

Coordinator (SENDCO) 

w.lowe@huntington-ed.org.uk     

mailto:l.booth@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:e.townsend@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:t.giblin@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:r.wilson@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:a.blunt@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:l.hopson@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:a.blunt@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:s.daniel@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:g.naish@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:w.lowe@huntington-ed.org.uk


Mrs Brown Assistant Headteacher KS3 (Years 7, 8 & 9) 

k.brown@huntington-ed.org.uk     

Mr Paley Assistant Headteacher KS4 (Years 10 & 11)  

t.paley@huntington-ed.org.uk   

Mr Richards Director of Sixth Form  

h.richards@huntington-ed.org.uk    

 

HUNTINGTON SCHOOL 

Huntington Road 

York - YO32 9WT 

Tel: 01904 752100 

mail@huntington-ed.org.uk 

 

Visit us on the web at https://www.huntingtonschool.co.uk/ 

mailto:k.brown@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:t.paley@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:h.richards@huntington-ed.org.uk
https://www.huntingtonschool.co.uk/
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