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Headteacher's Message 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

As we conclude what has been a productive and successful term, I am incredibly proud of 

the hard work and achievements of our students and staff. From academic progress to 

personal growth, this term has truly reflected the dedication and spirit of our school 

community, and as 2025 draws to a close, it has been wonderful to see everyone come 

together in celebration. The past two weeks have been filled with joy, creativity, and a true 

sense of togetherness. 

One of the highlights was our Sixth Form Pantomime, which brought laughter and festive 

cheer to the whole school. It was fantastic to see our older students showcasing their 

creativity and teamwork in such an entertaining way and the lower school students, staff 

and visitors were full of praise for their fantastic performances. 

We also came together for our traditional Christmas lunch, where students and staff shared 

a delicious meal and enjoyed the spirit of the season. These moments of connection remind 

us of the importance of belonging and the joy of celebrating together. 

Thank you for your continued support throughout the term. We wish you and your families a 

peaceful and joyful holiday season, and we look forward to welcoming everyone back in the 

new year. 

Warm regards, 

Matt Smith 



 

Headteacher 

Dates for the Diary 

Our quick reference guide on key dates is available to view on our Website via the link 

below: 

Huntington School Calendar 

Please note these dates are subject to change. 

Dates to note for January are as follows: 

JANUARY 

Mon 5th: School opens 

Wed 7th: Academic Awards Evening for 24/25 Y11 and Y13 Leavers 

Thurs 8th: Y9 Progression Evening 

Tues 13th: Y11 Post-16 Taster Day 1 

Thurs 15th: Y11 Post-16 Taster Day 2 

Thurs 15th: Y9 Parents’ Evening  - Online 

https://www.huntingtonschool.co.uk/page/?title=Key+Dates+-+Calendar+Summary&pid=213


Wed 28th: Y10 Parents’ Evening – In Person 

Attendance Update 

Autumn is always the longest term of the school year, and with the dark mornings and nights 

we know our students are looking forward to a good rest! This December our 12 Days of 

Attendance initiative saw prizes awarded in each year group who achieved twelve days of 

attendance by our draw on Wednesday. Well done to all our students for their taking part! 

Thank you to so many parents who responded to our Impact Ed attendance survey in 

November. We have received the results and analysis of the data this week and will be 

feeding back to the community in the New Year. There will be some adaptations to the way 

we communicate with you regarding student attendance, and again we will update you 

thoroughly in January. 

Wishing all of our families a happy and restful Christmas holiday break, and we look forward 

to seeing you all in 2026!  

Ms K Townsend and the Attendance Team 

Healthy Schools Green Badge! 

We are delighted to announce that Huntington School has become the first school in York to 

achieve the new Healthy Schools Green Badge for our Climate Action Plan outlining how we 

will take action on sustainability  - reducing emissions and involving students in hands-on 

environmental projects to name just a couple of initiatives. We are really looking forward to 

continuing to make a positive difference with and for our whole school community. 



 

Christmas Cards for the Community 

At Christmas it feels like a really important time to give back to our community, so lots of 

students throughout school have been making Christmas cards for groups that mean a lot to 

us, to show them that we are thinking of them. Below are some wonderful examples of how 

the children have brought some festive cheer this week. 

Christmas Card Design Competition 

We were thrilled to receive so many fantastic entries for this year ’s Christmas Card Design 

Competition! Every design showcased incredible creativity, making it a very tough decision 

for Mr. Smith. After much deliberation, he selected Kai Waddington’s design as the winner. 

Kai’s beautiful artwork will feature on the cards we send to our neighbours, wishing them a 

Merry Christmas and expressing our thanks for the support they give our school. This is our 

way of showing appreciation for the wonderful local community we’re proud to be part of. 



 

And here are some of our fabulous runners up! 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

York Hospital 

These lovely cards were sent to York Hospital, made by Y10-Y13 Health and Social Care 

students. 

 

Foodbank 

11ELD Tutor Group students made these cards for our local Foodbank. 



 



 



 

Radfield Care Home 

This week our wonderful Year 7 students presented their homemade cards and letters 

created for the residents at Radfield Home Care. This is part of our students' Citizenship 

project where they have been learning about the power of acts of kindness, especially 

during the winter season which can be a lonely time for many. A huge thankyou also to 

Ed Gill (owner of Radfield Homecare York franchise) for supporting our school with this 

special project. 



 

Oscar's 

Our amazing students have been so inspired learning about our charity of the year that they 

wanted to create some beautiful Christmas cards for the children and their families who are 

supported by OSCAR's Paediatric Brain Tumour Charity. This charity exists to provide ongoing 

support and care for children with brain tumours and their families, raise awareness of the 

signs and symptoms to help better and faster diagnosis, and fund research into new and 

innovative treatments across the paediatric pathway.  You can contribute to our JustGiving 

page for the charity here: 

https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/huntingtonoscars 

 

https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/huntingtonoscars


Our Neighbours 

Our Sixth Form students hand delivered copies of the winning Christmas cards to our 

neighbours! 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



Mencap 

With the support of their tutor, 9EJF have been busy spreading festive cheer by creating 

Christmas cards for our neighbours at Mencap. Five students had the privilege of hand-

delivering these cards to the residents, bringing smiles and seasonal joy. 

Mencap is an organisation dedicated to supporting people with learning disabilities. Their 

vision is for the UK to be the best place in the world for people with a learning disability to 

live happy, healthy, and fulfilled lives. 

 

Post Pals 

10RMH have been using their Community Action sessions in form time to create Christmas 

cards for children suffering with long term illnesses to spread a little Christmas cheer. 

Students in 10RMH have approached this with incredible generosity, kindness and care; 

students have given gifts of books, jewellery, trinkets and even cat toys to suit the recipient 

(and their pet)! Time has been spent decorating the cards and envelopes - tinsel and 

Christmas stickers galore!  

I have been incredibly impressed with all of the students in the form; I am very proud of 

them. They recognise the importance of giving and not just receiving at Christmas and have 

whole heartedly committed to helping others. 

Miss Holdstock 



 

 



 

Yearsley Grove Primary School 

We also sent a selection of cards to one of our local feeder schools, Yearsley Grove. They 

were thrilled to receive them! 

 



Huntington School Community News and Events 

At Huntington School, we’re proud of the vibrant community made up of our staff, students, 

and their families. This year, we’re keen to create more opportunities for connection and 

shared experiences. Please see below for two ways we can achieve this together. 

Parent Workshops 

 

Just a reminder of the information sessions we’ll be running throughout the year. These will 

take place from 3:45 to 4:45pm, and we invite you to join us at Student Reception. Each 

session will be recorded for those unable to attend in person, and children are very welcome 

if that makes it easier for you to come along. 

Our recent parental workshop on understanding teenage brain development was another 

great success and we look forward to seeing lots of you at our next workshop, led by Mrs 

Naish, Deputy Headteacher, Safeguarding and Pastoral, and the WellBeing In Mind team -  

Teen Mental Health: Spotting the Signs, on Thursday 15th January. 



Huntington Dash 

 

As always, we had lots of fun at our recent, festive (!) Huntington Dash on 11th December, 

and we're looking forward to getting started again in the new year. What better way to get 

2026 off to a healthy start than by getting your trainers on and joining us for a run (or brisk 

walk) around school?! 

Thursday 5th February is our next Dash  - we hope to see you there! 

 



 

 

Celebrating your child's achievements 

We love to hear about your children's achievements out of school, so if you have anything to 

share, please use the email address celebrate@huntington-ed.org.uk. 

Please also let us know in the email if you give permission for your child's name (either just 

first name or both first and last names) to be shared in the newsletter and/or on Facebook, 

and if you attach any photos, whether you give permission for these to be published in the 

newsletter and/or on Facebook. 

Thank you       

Sporting Round up 

Netball 

The Year 7 Netball Team had a fantastic win against Bootham School last week. The girls 

worked hard and learned from mistakes and the defence were awesome, only allowing 2 

goals to be scored in a 30 minute match! Final score 18-2! 

Opposition Player of The Match - Thea 

mailto:celebrate@huntington-ed.org.uk


 

 

Basketball 

It has been absolutely delightful to see so many Key stage 3 students attending basketball on 

a Monday lunchtime. The club continues to be a hive of activity. The club is open for all to 

attend. Just remember your trainers. It may be that we have to organise another lunchtime 

to accommodate the numbers if we continue to grow.   

Year 9 basketball team have their first fixture - The Year 9s played their first competitive 

game against a very well drilled Bootham team. The boys did very well. Whilst they didn't 

win, they certainly enjoyed the occasion and learnt so much from playing a fast tempo game 

against a quality opposition. A special mention has to go to Joshua Tse who scored an 

incredible 16 individual points. 

Gymnastics 

We had a special Christmas 'Gymnastics for All' club on Tuesday after school where students 

worked together with their team to build Christmas trees and gingerbread houses with the 

gymnastics equipment. They also took part in a candy cane treasure hunt and had a go at 

the '12 gymnastics skills of Christmas', led by Issy and Siva  - what a fun and festive way to 

get sporty! 



 

 



 

 



Outdoor PE in the Colder Weather 

A reminder of how to stay warm and dry during PE as the cold weather continues after the 

Christmas break. 

Recommendations: 

• Extra Layers: Skins/thermals or an extra T-shirt under PE kit are great for warmth. 

• Recommended PE Kit/ Items from the PE Uniform Options: Joggers/leggings and 

the sweatshirt to go over the polo shirt and/or rugby top for outdoor lessons. 

• Gloves and Hats: Fine to wear when it’s really cold. 

• Socks: Long socks for games lessons—Spare socks too; lots of students have been 

caught out without extras recently! 

• Towel: Handy for muddy legs after rugby sessions. 

• Label Extra Items: Please label any additional clothing so it doesn’t get lost. 

We do have some spare kit available, so if there are any issues, just let us know by note or 

email and we’ll support your child. 

Outdoor lessons will continue when it’s safe, so please make sure students are dressed for 

the conditions. 

Thank you for helping us keep everyone warm and ready to learn! 



Cook Club update and a message from Science Club! 

 

 



 

Cook Club: A Recipe for Success in the Kitchen! 

The Cook Club has been busy making delicious creations in the kitchen. Over the past few 

weeks, members of the club have learned a variety of cooking techniques and explored a 

range of flavours. The students have proven that cooking is not only a useful skill but also a 

lot of fun. We have had a great time on Wednesday evenings cooking a range of dishes. 

Here is a look at some of the tasty treats Cook Club members have made recently: 

Cheese palmiers: A delightful savoury pastry with a twist 

Chilli scones: A perfect blend of spicy and savoury 

Focaccia bread: A classic with hint of garlic and rosemary 

Star bread: A showstopper for any celebration 

 

Senior Citizens' Christmas Tea 

Huntington School was once again filled with festive cheer on Tuesday 16 December as we 

warmly welcomed 70 local Senior Citizens back through our doors for our much‑loved 

annual Christmas Tea. 

Our talented Year 10 Health and Social Care students took the lead, preparing and serving a 

Christmas‑themed afternoon tea that delighted every guest. From the moment visitors 



arrived, the celebrations were in full swing. A glass of sherry and one of Mr Littlewood’s 

legendary German mince pies set the tone—one guest even declared it “the best mince pie” 

she had ever eaten. 

Adding to the merriment, the Sixth Form treated everyone to a joyful performance of the 

pantomime Rapunzel, filling the room with music, laughter and applause. 

Afternoon tea followed, complete with sandwiches, sausage rolls and an irresistible 

selection of cakes. Our guests were full of praise, with one attendee remarking that it felt 

“like having tea at the Ritz”. 

The celebrations concluded with a heart‑warming surprise as Father Christmas himself 

arrived to present each guest with a beautifully wrapped hyacinth—planted, nurtured and 

prepared by the students especially for the event. 

As our visitors made their way home, the hall was brimming with smiling faces, festive spirit 

and the warm sense of community that makes this tradition so special. 

Miss Dinsdale, Subject Leader of Health and Social Care, said: “It has been fantastic to be 

able to hold this special event once again. The students have been a credit to their families 

and the school. I hope we have managed to spread a little festive cheer!” 

 



 

 



 

Young Reporter Scheme 

Media Studies students begin ‘The Young Reporter Scheme’ 

Media Studies students across years 10 to 12 have this term embarked on the exciting 

‘Young Reporter Scheme’, in partnership with Newsquest Media Group.  Students write for a 

real newspaper, (The York Press), gaining hands-on experience in the media industry. 

Throughout the year ahead they will collaborate closely with industry professionals, hone 

their writing skills, and see their work published. It’s an exciting opportunity to build a 

portfolio, develop their creative voice, and gain first-hand insight into news reporting. 

Moreover, having work published with Newsquest Media Group, one of the largest 

newspaper distributors in the UK, makes this experience an impressive addition to any CV or 

UCAS application! 

Before writing their initial articles, the students were led through an online lecture that 

covered the rules regarding defamation, libel and copyright.  They will be treated as ‘real life’ 

journalists, and over their time on the scheme are commissioned to write articles, to tight 

deadlines, and see their work being published online. 

This is a fantastic opportunity for our students, and we look forward to seeing them develop 

their journalistic skills in the months ahead! 

Below are links to two of the already published articles… 



Huntington Sixth Form perform their annual pantomime | York Press 

The Anglian Tower: Shedding Light on York’s Dark Age History | York Press 

At the bottom of the web pages that these are on, there are lots of other articles from our 

students on the scheme! 

Music Tech Trip - Y12 and Y13 

A Level Music Technology students spent a day at the University of York’s School of Physics, 

Engineering and Technology, where fourteen Y12 and Y13 learners took part in four 

hands‑on workshops. They explored acoustics in different spaces, discovered how sound is 

designed for video games, and experimented with coding to generate electronic sounds. The 

highlight for many was building mini synthesisers, applying their knowledge to real physical 

kit. 

The visit showcased just how broad the subject of Music Technology is, extending far beyond 

traditional recording and production. Lecturers and PhD students guided the sessions, 

sharing cutting‑edge research and opening students’ eyes to the diverse career paths 

available in the field. 

 

https://www.yorkpress.co.uk/young-reporter/34770/
https://www.yorkpress.co.uk/young-reporter/34765/


 



 

 



 



 

Year 11 Trip to the Madhyamaka Kadampa Meditation Centre 

Year 11 GCSE Religious Studies students were an absolute credit to themselves, their parents 

and the school this week when we visited the Buddhist Meditation Centre near Pocklington. 

On arrival we were greeted by Lekmo, the incomparable Buddhist nun who spent time 

regaling us with valuable, pertinent information about the history of the building, core 

Buddhist beliefs and practices and her personal Buddhist journey. Students had the 

opportunity to ask carefully crafted questions, and we were very proud of their curiosity, 

maturity and engagement. From the origins of the universe to the reason for the existence 

of suffering – we had expert answers from a practising nun that will certainly help them on 

their GCSE journey.  

After lunch, we perused the shop and café before meandering around the beautiful grounds.  

The students’ behaviour was impeccable and their conduct exemplary, we are very lucky to 

teach these young humans.  

Our most sincere gratitude once again to Mrs Spencer for all her assistance with the logistics 

of running this trip.  

Mrs Yeadon 



 

 

 

Global Amphibians Talk 

Science club, Year 12 and 13 biologists and keen year 10s and 11s had a toad-ly great time 

attending a lecture on Amphibians. Well done to the students for asking great questions to 

support their learning about biodiversity. Thanks to Dr Jarvis for giving such an interesting 

talk and bring specimens for us to see, it was unfrogettable! 



 

 

Post-16 Pathways  

A reminder that the City of York Council’s annual Post-16 Pathways Guide has been added to 

the Year 11 Leavers section of our school website. 

This is a very important document that outlines the full range of education, training, and 

support options available to students after Year 11, including guidance for those with SEND 

or an EHCP. The City of York Council is very clear that this guide must be shared with all 

parents and carers of Year 11 students. 

You can view the guide directly via the link below, or access it through our school website, 

where you’ll also find other useful information to help support your child as they prepare for 

their future career: 

Direct Link: Post-16 Guide 2025 - 2026 

Huntington Aspirations Website: Huntington School - Aspirations Careers Department  

Kind Regards, 

Mr Shane Daniel  

Huntington School Aspirations Teaching and Learning Manager 

https://www.york.gov.uk/downloads/file/10544/2025-26-post-16-pathways-guide
https://huntingtonschool.ovw7.devwebsite.co.uk/page/?title=Aspirations+Careers+Department&pid=88


Sweet and Biscuit Tubs/Boxes 

A reminder that the Food Technology department would be very grateful for any empty 

sweet or biscuit tubs/boxes or Tupperware. Please leave at reception for collection or 

students can bring to the Food Technology department. 

Thank you 

Mr G Littlewood 

Support for Parents and Students 

Free online courses: Togetherness and Signposting Family Support 

Developed by NHS clinical psychologists alongside parents and 

practitioners, Togetherness offers trusted, evidence-based online courses to help families 

better understand and support emotional wellbeing in everyday life. York residents can 

access a personalised page at Home - Togetherness, featuring a wide range of flexible 

learning pathways, including:  

• Understanding your child from toddler to teenager 

• Understanding your child with additional needs 

• Understanding your teenager’s brain 

• Understanding your own adolescence (for teens and pre-teens) 

Courses are available for all ages – from pregnancy through to 19 years – and are designed 

to strengthen family relationships, support child development, and improve emotional 

health. All courses are free for York residents using the access code: RAISE. 

Signposting Family Support 

Welcome to Raise York – Raise York 

The website contains links of local and national support available which families can access 

without professional referrals.  

https://togetherness.co.uk/
https://www.raiseyork.co.uk/


 

 



 

 



 

SEND Central: drop ins, events and information 

Please click on the images to see more detail. 

 



 

Online Safety 

With the Christmas holiday coming and the possibility of new devices or phones on the 

horizon, please can we encourage parents to have a conversation with your child/ren about 

appropriate use of social media. There are some really useful resources here which give 

great advice about safe settings, screen time etc: Parents and Carers Toolkit | Childnet.  

Students do learn about online safety in PSHE lessons but, like all schools, we still deal on a 

regular basis with the fallout from unkind comments or videos in group chats about other 

students or even school staff.  We would really appreciate if parents could reiterate to their 

children the impact of such behaviour and not to join in threads of unkindness online. If you 

would like further help or guidance around this topic, we recommend looking at these links: 

Social media guide for parents and carers - Internet Matters 

Thank you for your support and have a safe and joyful Christmas break. 

Getting prepared for the new term - equipment for school 

Just a reminder that all students must come to school with a school bag containing the 

books they need for lessons, their planner and a pencil case. Having these items consistently 

will help the children engage fully in their learning and make the best possible progress. 

Thank you for your continued support in helping us maintain high standards and provide the 

best learning environment for all students. If you have any questions or need further 

guidance, please do not hesitate to contact the relevant year teams. 

Out of Hours Concerns 

SAFEGUARDING AND OUT OF HOURS CONCERNS   

https://www.childnet.com/resources/parent-and-carer-toolkit/
https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/ukcis-social-media-guide-for-parents-and-carers/


If you are concerned about a young person you must contact M.A.S.H (Multi Agency 

Safeguarding Hub Team) which is the single point of contact for all concerns about children.  

It there are immediate concerns about the safety of a child, you should contact North 

Yorkshire Police on 999.   

 Contact MASH Monday to Friday, 8.30am to 5.00pm:   

• telephone - 01904 551900   

• email - mash@york.gov.uk   

Contact MASH Early Help Team to make an early help referral or access advice:   

Outside office hours, at weekends and on public holidays, contact the emergency duty 

team   

• telephone - 01609 780780   

• email - edt@northyorks.gov.uk   

Contact Us 

Year 7 

Mr Kettlewell (Head of Year) 

r.kettlewell@huntington-ed.org.uk   

Miss Melsom (Student Support Leader) 

k.melsom@huntington-ed.org.uk   

 

Year 8 

Mrs Hadcroft (Head of Year) 

ce.hadcroft@huntington-ed.org.uk   

Miss O'Loughlin (Student Support Leader) 

e.oloughlin@huntington-ed.org.uk   

 

Year 9  

Miss Elliott (Head of Year) 

n.elliott@huntington-ed.org.uk   

mailto:mash@york.gov.uk
mailto:edt@northyorks.gov.uk
mailto:r.kettlewell@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:k.melsom@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:e.oloughlin@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:ce.hadcroft@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:e.oloughlin@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:s.roworth@huntington-ed.org.uk


Miss Tomlinson (Student Support Leader) 

hf.tomlinson@huntington-ed.org.uk  

 

Year 10  

Miss Young (Head of Year) 

a.young@huntington-ed.org.uk   

Mrs Booth (Student Support Leader) 

l.booth@huntington-ed.org.uk   

 

Year 11 

Miss Townsend (Head of Year) 

e.townsend@huntington-ed.org.uk      

Miss Giblin (Student Support Leader) 

t.giblin@huntington-ed.org.uk  

 

Year 12  

Mrs Wilson (Head of Year) 

r.wilson@huntington-ed.og.uk    

Mrs Blunt (Student Support Leader) 

a.blunt@huntington-ed.org.uk   

 

Year 13 

Mrs Hopson (Head of Year) 

l.hopson@huntington-ed.org.uk  

Mrs Blunt (Student Support Leader) 

a.blunt@huntington-ed.org.uk  

 

Aspirations Teaching and Learning Manager: Mr S Daniel (s.daniel@huntington-ed.org.uk)   

mailto:hf.tomlinson@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:a.young@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:l.booth@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:n.meldrum@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:t.giblin@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:r.wilson@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:a.blunt@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:l.hopson@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:a.blunt@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:s.daniel@huntington-ed.org.uk


 

Mrs Naish Deputy Headteacher, Designated Safeguarding Lead  

g.naish@huntington-ed.org.uk  

Mr Lowe Assistant Headteacher, Special Educational Needs & Disabilities 

Coordinator (SENDCO) 

w.lowe@huntington-ed.org.uk     

Mrs Brown Assistant Headteacher KS3 (Years 7, 8 & 9) 

k.brown@huntington-ed.org.uk     

Mr Paley Assistant Headteacher KS4 (Years 10 & 11)  

t.paley@huntington-ed.org.uk   

Mr Richards Director of Sixth Form  

h.richards@huntington-ed.org.uk    

 

HUNTINGTON SCHOOL 

Huntington Road 

York - YO32 9WT 

Tel: 01904 752100 

mail@huntington-ed.org.uk 

 

Visit us on the web at https://www.huntingtonschool.co.uk/ 

mailto:g.naish@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:w.lowe@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:k.brown@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:t.paley@huntington-ed.org.uk
mailto:h.richards@huntington-ed.org.uk
https://www.huntingtonschool.co.uk/
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